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IDENTIFYING KERIS PARTS 

1. INTRODUCTION 
In any discussions related to Nusantara (Malay Archipelago), seldom can one shy away from 

discussing the subject of the keris – the single hand, double edged, asymmetrical; bladed weapon 

of the indigenous inhabitants of the region. 

This weapon type, whose origin remains a mystery till this day, can only be uniquely found in 

abundance throughout the regions of Nusantara and strangely nowhere else in the world. 

The keris, saturated myths, legends and traditions of indigenous coastal communities 

of Nusantara, centuries long before the arrival of the first European colonialist. Eventually, 

through European colonisers, they brought the lore and specimens of the keris out of Nusantara 

and introduced it to the world. 

The mysticism and metaphorical divinity associated with the keris continues to fascinate the minds 

of collectors and aficionados alike to this day. 

However, before delving further on the intricacies and technicalities related to the art, science and 

myth of the keris, let us first familiarise ourselves with the keris. What is a keris? 

2. WHAT IS A KERIS? 
Depending on the choice of reference literature available on this 

subject; kris(European), criss (Portuguese), crees (German), keris (Malay), karis (Aceh); all 

refers to the same thing. For the sake of consistency in reference, I shall be using the term “keris” 

throughout my writings. 

A keris, according to Woolley (1947), is “a double-edged dagger or rapier varying in shape and 

size, primarily for thrusting; it’s essential characteristic is the widening of the blade towards the 

hilt to form a guard, long and pointed on one side, short and blunt on the other.” 

To a certain extent, this is somewhat close to describing what a keris is, however upon closer 

observation and study, Woolley’s notes is  but a generalisation without going into detailed 

specifics. Key specifics are the crux that makes the art of the keris, more fascinating to study today. 

A keris from an astute observation is defined as a seamless blend and synergy between artisans. 

The keris is a composite artistic combination of beautifully created parts and components. Which 

by themselves are fascinating works of art but cannot be defined singularly as a keris. 

Only in combination does each of these components then merge as one and becomes the 

apropos  keris. 

https://twitter.com/keriscollector
https://www.facebook.com/thekeriscollector
https://plus.google.com/u/0/117865705263795992552
https://www.pinterest.com/keriscollector/
https://www.instagram.com/thekeriscollector


3. THE KERIS 

 

3.1 KERIS DRESS AND FITTINGS 

 

3.2 KERIS SARUNG (SHEATH/SCABBARD) 



 

3.3 KERIS HULU (HILT/HANDLE) 

 

3.4 KERIS BILAH (BLADE) 



 

3.5 KERIS DAPUR/PERABOTS/BANGUNAN 

 

3.6 COUNTING LUKS: METHOD 1 



 

3.7 COUNTING LUKS: METHOD 2

 
4. CONCLUSION 
The study of the keris form and art is diverse and transverse across regions within the Malay 

Archipelago (Nusantara),  there are various styles and forms adopted; some exclusively specific 

to some regions. However the basic structure of a keris; how it is made and built; remains 

consistent throughout its history. 

Before you embark on a journey to discover more, it is crucial that you ensure your basic footing 

on the subject is firm and solid. It would be pointless and a waste if your basic understanding is 

astray from the beginning. 

In summary, a keris, is technically defined as an asymmetrical thrusting and slashing double edged 

bladed weapon, designed as an underarm tool of attack, whose blade broadens at the base and 



tapers towards its tip. The keris comprises of several key components, without which none can 

function without the other on its own. The keris is unique only to the indigenous inhabitants of the 

region of the Malay Archipelago. 

The hilt, the blade, the sheath and the hilt cup serves a rudimentary purpose to the proper function 

and usage of the keris as a weapon and a tool for communication. These aspects will be discussed 

further in future write-ups. 

On this note, I hope my brief introduction to this subject, be of benefit to you. In this write up, I 

introduced the basics of the keris, presented as an object. I will elaborate more on future write-ups. 

Till then, enjoy this reference material and please share it so that others out there may benefit from 

my writing too. Cheers. 

 


